
HGTA notes of Committee Meeting 16th March 2022  

Attendance:  Dick Taplin (Interim Chair), Nan Taplin, Di Gutteridge, Liz Perrett, David 

Brown (note taker) 

Apologies:   Trish James, Gesine Devere, David King 

Officer Positions: Agreed that Dick Taplin would be interim Chair until AGM. Dick to continue 
as treasure until AGM 

   Agreed Graham Buck would fill the position of secretary until the AGM  
 
Opening Remarks: The meeting expressed its sadness over the death of Malcolm Lyons, who 

had done so much for twinning over a long period. The Chairman expressed 

the view that the HGTA must be kept going to honour Malcolm’s work. 

Matters Arising: Notes of previous meeting were accepted with the following action point 
agreed. HTC grant has not been paid into twinning account for current year. 
Dick to follow up with Town Clerk. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Report was accepted with the following action agreed. Dick to draft a letter 

for sending to former corporate members with a view to asking them to  
re-join twinning. 

 
Sub Com Reports: Salon – Nan spoke to her written report underlining the difficulties she is 

having relating to building strong links with the Salon Mairie. 
 Wertheim – sub com needs to consider the way forward now that Gesine is 

standing down. 
 Szentendre – no report to deliver, following item on the agenda will explain.  
 Gubbio – David King had sent a full report which was adopted, subject to 

certain reservations relating to the Gubbio appeal for European Funding. 
Dick to discuss issues with David King. 

 
Marketing Report:  Liz updated her written report. Amended version of the Welcome Leaflet 

now available digitally. Due to Chair’s untimely death the Chair’s Message 
needs updating, Liz to draft. Leaflets have been updated in town hall, Arts 
Café, and library in anticipation of a response to the town magazine. 
It was agree that each chair of town sub-coms to seek ‘unusual’ events in 
their towns that HGTA can become involved with. 

 Liz to ask Graham Shirra for update on video clips and how they can be 
packaged 

 
Social Committee: A detailed discussion took place over coming events. Due to Trish’s current 

situation it was agreed that we should postpone until later in the year. Di to 
discuss options with Trish at an appropriate point after Malcom’s funeral. 

 
Events: Huntingdon Gala – Dick has approached Rotary asking whether the event 

will be held (it has been organised by Malcolm in the past). 
 Godmanchester Gala – agreed to have a stall 
 Huntingdon Carnival – agreed to have a stall 
 Dick to seek further info and dates 
  



Wertheim 40th: Dick to seek further info from town councils, Mayors and Gesine re what 
arrangements have already been made and what is expected of HGTA since 
the invitations had been sent to the mayors, not HGTA.  
Exchange of presents. Discussion took place re possible commissioning of an 
anniversary painting by David Brown, or photos by David King or James Fell. 
Further consideration needed. Dick advised that he was considering driving 
to Wertheim, and could carry any heavy/awkward items. 

 
Szentendre   A detailed discussion took place. Concern was expressed about the lack of 
School Trip; information available to the committee since the Chair of the Szentendre 

Sub-com had not seen any details. 
Boarding arrangements, child safety, travel implications, and age of 
students, were some of the issues that needed addressing. 
It was agreed that David would contact Szentendre to see what is their 
understanding of the situation in view of the Ukraine situation. 
Di to speak with schools and send copies of emails she has relating to the 
visit to David. 

 
Business Meeting: This is scheduled for Sat 25 Sep 2022. Further discussion is needed once we 

more fully understand the Szentendre Schools visit programme. 
 
Other events:  Gubbio White Truffle Market was deemed unviable. Huntingdon Christmas 

Market, GMC Christmas Market and any social events all need further 
discussion. 

 
Membership Report:  The membership Appeal letter has brought in and extra £150 so far. 
   It was reported that there have been some new members. Detail will be 

given at next meeting by Dick 
 
Meetings:  Change 25th April Committee meeting to 20 April at 6.30 pm. 
   The AGM 8th June at 6.30 p.m will be held in Huntingdon Town Hall.  
   A further members’ meeting agreed for 4th May, subject to room availability. 

Light refreshment will be provided, giving a 1 hour meeting to discuss future 
projects and getting members involved. 

   Dick and Nan to make appropriate arrangements. 
 
Commemoration Hall: David & Liz gave a short update relating to the offer from the Hall to possibly 

repaint the back wall with a new painting of our twin towns. The proposal is 
at an early stage and full costs have not yet been estimated. It was agreed 
the project was a good idea and the type of project with which twinning 
should be involved, however no action to be taken pending a properly 
costed and planned proposal. D&L to keep committee appraised of 
progress. 

    
 
David Brown 16.03.2022 
 
  
 
 
 



 
 
  
 
 


