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Huntingdon & Godmanchester Twinning Association

Minutes of Committee Meeting
Held on Wednesday 22" of February, 2023
at Huntingdon Town Hall

Present: David Brown - Chair
Graham Buck - Secretary
Dick Taplin — Treasurer

In Attendance
Miriam Radford, Nan Taplin, Liz Perrett, Brian Perrett

Guests
Clir David Landon Cole, Mayor of Huntingdon
Clir Peter Irving, Godmanchester Town Council

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks
David Brown, Chair, opened the meeting at 7.00 pm and welcomed all present.
He introduced Clir David Landon Cole who had been invited to address the meeting about
a possible association with Novovolinsk, a town in Ukraine.
David Brown explained that CllIr Irving had been invited to speak for Godmanchester
where there might be a perception of conflicts of interests between Dick Taplin in his two
roles as Mayor of Godmanchester and Treasurer of the HGTA.

2. Apologies for Absence
Were received from: Di Gutteridge, Ed Welsh

3. Minutes of the previous business meeting held on 17t of January, 2023
Proposed: Nan Taplin
Seconded: Dick Taplin
The minutes were unanimously approved.

4. Matters Arising
There were none not due to be dealt with later in the meeting.

5. Treasurer’s Report
Dick Taplin, Treasurer, presented his report and noted that since its creation, 10™ of
February 2023, approximately a further £1000.00 had been added to the bank balance as
a result of the Szentendre S/C quiz evening, members renewing subscriptions and the
Wertheim S/C film showing.
The report was accepted unanimously



6. Address to the Meeting by Clir David Landon Cole, Mayor of Huntingdon

David Brown, Chair, introduced Cllr Landon Cole again and commented that the idea of
some form of informal understanding with a town in the Ukraine had previously met with
a cautious reception from the committee. (During Clir Landon Cole’s address, Graham
Buck, Secretary, commented that the caution was not universal amongst committee
members and also asked for clarification as to the nature of any caution. Dick Taplin,
Treasurer, explained that the principal concern was whether the HGTA had the finances
or manpower to undertake any form of association with an additional town, but also that
people were concerned about the implications of working with a town in a war zone.

Clir Landon Cole explained that he had had discussions with people from Ukraine, who are
local residents, about some form of association with the town of Novovolinsk a former
mining town of similar population to Huntingdon, situated in Ukraine a few kilometres
from the Polish border.

A wide-ranging dissussion followed. It was generally agreed that, for a variety of reasons,
a twinning was not practicable at present and that the term ‘friendship agreement’
needed further clarification. The meeting agreed that David Brown would write a paper
summarising the discussion under the heading of a ‘Friendship Understanding’. Whilst
the HGTA has no obligation to refer such a matter to Huntingdon or Godmanchester Town
Councils, it was felt prudent to do so once tbe paper had been reviewed by the committee.
The intention is that a letter would then be sent from the HTC and GTC to the Mayor
and/or relevant council in Novovolinsk expresseing the Friendship Arrangement.

7. Sub-committee Chair Reports
Salon:
It was explained that whilst the Salon Twinning Association had been wound up, the
Charter with Huntingdon and Godmanchester remained in effect. Concern was expressed
at the failure of the Mayor of Salon to respond to a number of enquiries as to with whom
HGTA should now liaise on twinning matters. Dick Taplin and David Landon Cole agreed
to write a joint letter as our mayors to M. Nicolas Isnard, Mayor of Salon, asking for his
cooperation.
The report was accepted unanimously.

Szentendre:

Miriam Radford was congratulated and thanked for organising the very successful quiz on
the 17th of February. Miriam in turn thanked all those who had played a part in organising
and running the event.

The report was accepted unanimously.

Wertheim:
The written report was accepted uanaimously.


https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Nicolas+Isnard&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLVT9c3NCwqLzdLKTPNeMRowS3w8sc9YSn9SWtOXmPU5OIKzsgvd80rySypFJLmYoOyBKX4uVB18ixi5fPLTM7PSSxW8CzOSyxKAQB7VokfXQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwifqfGxgKz9AhUEaMAKHbTjBCEQzIcDKAB6BAgWEAE

10.

11.

12,

Gubbio:

Brian Perrett gave an update on the trials and tribulations surrounding the proposed visit
of the Sbandieratori Flag Throwers at the end of June, which is now in some doubt. The
major obstacle at present is the cost of airfares from and to Italy.

Brian also gave a report on the forthcoming ‘Twinners for Tomorrow’ business meeting to
be held in Gubbio from the 19t to the 22" of April. The meeting agreed to authorise
Brian to finalise the membersip of the HGTA party and to start booking travel to Gubbio.
The report was accepted unanimously.

BAM (Bridging Arts Mural) Project

Gubbio have confirmed their attendance and the membership of their party
Szentender have confirmed their attendance

Wertheim has not formally confirmed, but is expectd to do so.

The report was accepted unanimously.

A forthright discussion took place about the advisability and practicability of a
Godmanchester-resident student being a member of the local mural painting team.

Social & Fundraising Committee Report
The report was accepted unanimously.

Marketing/PR/Website
The sub-committee meeting scheduled to take place very recently had been cancelled due
to iliness so no report was presented.

Any Other Business

The Chair announced that a meeting between rpresentatives of Huntingdon and
Godmanchester Town Coucils and the HGTA had been arranged for midday on Thursday
30t of March at Huntingdon Town Hall with a view to discussing matters relating to
twinning in the two towns. There was also a meeting later that evening with the HTC
twinning committee which Chair and Treasurer will be attending.

Bria Perrett requested that the HGTA expenses policy published on the website sould be
reviewed. This was agreed.
https://hgta.co.uk/our-association/about-us/policies-and-procedures

Dates of Future Meetings:
a. 22" of March 2023 Members Meeting
b. 26™ of April 2023 Committee Meeting

Meeting closed by the Chair at 8.45 pm


https://hgta.co.uk/our-association/about-us/policies-and-procedures

