
 

HUNTINGDON AND GODMANCHESTER TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES of ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, HELD VIA ZOOM 

WEDNESDAY 9TH JUNE 2021 at 7.00 p.m. 

Present on-line: Ann Beevor (Life President), Malcolm Lyons (Chairman), Graham Shirra (Treasurer), 

Karl Webb (Mayor of Huntingdon), David Brown, Pauline Brown, Shirley Brown, Graham Buck, Mary 

Chapman, Gesine DeVere, Peter Downes, Di Gutteridge, Hils Meers-Webb, Carole Hitchings, Robin 

James, Trish James, David King, Audrey McAdam, Steve McAdam, Maryse Ménager-Stephenson, 

Brian Perrett, Liz Perrett, David Reed, Moira Shirra, Dick Taplin, Nan Taplin, Alan Welton, June 

Welton, Helen Woolley 

1. Welcome: Ann Beevor, Life President, welcomed members.  She observed that we had made 

good use of Zoom to maintain contact within the Association and with Twin Towns; but this is 

not the same as face-to-face contact, and she hoped that matters would soon be back to 

normal. 

2. Apologies had been received from Sally Barrett, Pauline Hornsby, Gwen King, Simon and 

Charlotte Maylor, Maggie Redgrave, and Marilyn Simpson. 

3. The Minutes of the 2020 AGM were accepted unanimously. 

4. The Chairman’s Report is attached to these Minutes as a separate document. 

5. All other Reports had been circulated prior to the AGM.  The following points arose: 

5.1. Treasurer: Acceptance of the Association’s accounts for 2020/21 was proposed by Malcolm 

Lyons, seconded by Ann Beevor, accepted unanimously. 

5.1.1. Graham Shirra commented that although he was stepping down from the post of 

Treasurer, he would need to continue to act in a locum capacity until the necessary 

mandates nominating his successor had been lodged with, and actioned by, Lloyds 

Bank.  This was noted. 

5.2. Salon: Nan Taplin reported that the Salon Sub-Committee hope to run a Bastille Day 

themed social event on 14th July, but are awaiting updated Government guidance on COVID 

which is currently expected to apply from 21st June. 

5.3. Wertheim: Gesine DeVere reported that her sub-committee had a plan to arrange social 

gatherings on the first Wednesday afternoon of each month.  Subject to COVID guidance, 

these would start in July and be limited to a maximum of 8 people; initially they would be 

held in Gesine’s home, but potentially they would move to, say, a garden centre coffee 

shop.  Members needed to be notified of this initiative. 

5.4. Szentendre: David Brown noted that David Reed, a new member who is an Art teacher at 

Hinchingbrooke School, had recently joined the sub-committee.  This had potential to 



develop a number of links, and was a good example of involving non-retired people in the 

Association. 

5.5. Gubbio: a message had been received from Matilde Lo Gatto, President of Associazione 

Gemellaggi Gubbio (our equivalent organisation) to say that they hoped to re-start their 

activities soon. 

5.6. As a general question, June Welton asked whether there was any fall-out from Brexit in our 

relationships with the Twin Towns.  Nan Taplin replied that documentation is an issue: 

people who could travel freely within the EU using just a national ID card would now need a 

passport to visit UK, and they might also need a visa.  This has cost implications.  Gesine 

DeVere said that Klaus Von Lindern is a case in point – he does not have a passport and 

doesn’t really want to apply for one, which would mean that he would no longer be able to 

visit us.  David Brown said that people in Szentendre had expressed a feeling of sadness that 

UK had left the EU, but were keen to maintain links with us. 

5.7. PR/Marketing: Liz Perrett reported that the Facebook page now has 362 “likes”, double the 

number last year. 

5.8. Social/Fundraising: Trish James reported that we were in a state of limbo, pending 21st June 

guidance.  Dick Taplin asked about our participation in the Huntingdon Gala, scheduled for 

Saturday 3rd July.  Malcolm Lyons replied that Huntingdonshire District Council, who licence 

the event, insist on waiting for the latest guidance.  Trish reassured the meeting that 

planning was in hand so that we would be ready to take part on 3rd July if the event is 

permitted, but it would be premature to say too much just yet; the same applies to our 

intended participation in Huntingdon Carnival (7th August) and Godmanchester Gala 

(11th September). 

6. Appointment of Independent Financial Examiner: the Treasurer reported that Ken Sneath was 

prepared to continue, and proposed that this be accepted by the meeting.  This was agreed 

unanimously. 

7. Election of Officers and Committee: for 3 of the 4 vacant posts, there was only 1 nomination in 

each case: 

7.1. Treasurer: Dick Taplin, nominated by nan Taplin, seconded by Brian Perrett – elected 

unopposed 

7.2. Chair, Wertheim Sub-Committee: Gesine DeVere, nominated by Graham Shirra, seconded 

by Liz Perrett – elected unopposed.  Gesine said that she was prepared to hold the post for 

1 year only, and that she would concentrate specifically on matters to do with Wertheim – 

she would not be able to get too involved with wider Committee matters. 

7.3. Chair, Gubbio Sub-Committee: David King, nominated by Graham Shirra, seconded by Liz 

Perrett – elected unopposed 

7.4. Secretary: no nominations had been received, although members had been informed by 

email that Brian Perrett had resigned a few days before the AGM, and no-one put their 

name forward at the meeting.  The post is therefore vacant, and will be filled by co-option 

when a candidate is identified. 

8. Sub-Committee Members: the list of members circulated prior to the meeting was agreed, 

except that Ann Beevor regretted that for health reasons she needed to leave the Wertheim 



sub-committee.  Gesine DeVere said that Teresa Cole may take Ann’s place.  Extra volunteers 

would be particularly welcome for both the Szentendre and Social/Fundraising sub-committees. 

9. Appointment of Representatives to Huntingdon Town Council Twinning Sub-Committee: as 

before, it was agreed that our representatives should normally be the Chairman and Secretary, 

with the possibility of sending an alternate in the event of difficulty in filling the Secretary’s post 

or non-availability of either. 

10. Date of next AGM: no precise date was set, but it should be in late May or early June 2022.  A 

full schedule of dates for 2022 will be promulgated in due course. 

11. The meeting closed at 7.45 p.m. 


