
 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 21st of June, 2023 

at Huntingdon Town Hall 
 

Part 1: Formal Meeting 
 
Present: David Brown - Chairman 
 Dick Taplin – Treasurer  
 Graham Buck – Acting Secretary 
 

Shirley Brown, Teresa Cole, Frank Cole, Helen Claydon, Alan Welton, June Welton, Dan 
Morris, Nan Taplin, Peter Downes, Cllr Phil Pearce, Mayor of Huntingdon, Cllr Karl 
Brockett, Deputy Mayor of Huntingdon, Cllr Alan Hooker, Mayor of Godmanchester, Cllr 
Miriam Radford, Deputy Mayor of Godmanchester, Karl Webb, Moira Shirra, Graham 
Shirra, Di Gutteridge, Trish James, Annie Welsh, Ann Beevor. 

1. The meeting was opened at 7.05 pm by Ann Beevor, Life President of the HGTA, who 

welcomed all present. 

2. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
David Brown, Chairman, welcomed all present, and especially the Mayors of Huntingdon 
and Godmanchester. 

3. Apologies for Absence were received from 
Pamela Downes, Gren Gutteridge, Edward Welsh, Anna McNeish, David Landon Cole, 
Charlotte Maylor, Ann Blackwell, Maryse Menager-Stephenson, Oberon Menager-
Stephenson, Maggie Redgrave, Sally Barrett, Peter Irving, Mary Chapman, Victor Phillips, 
Elvira Phillips 

4. Minutes of the previous AGM held  on the 8th of June 2022, having been previously 
circulated to members, were accepted unanimously. 

5. Matters arising. There were no matters arising. 

6. Reports:  

David Brown, Chairman, summarised the events of the past year, stressing that he did 
not wish to duplicate the content of reports to be made by others later in the 
proceedings. 
David expressed his serious concerns for the future of the Association, citing : 

− the difficulty of finding members willing to take any active role in running the 
Association 

− few younger members joining 



− persisting issues with the two town councils being less than forthcoming with funding 
in a timely or enthusiastic manner.  (This point was to a moderate extent disputed by 
the Mayors present later in the meeting.) 
Graham Buck, acting Secretary, gave a brief verbal report. He expressed his 

continuing surprise and disappointment that the town councils still seemed to regard 

the HGTA as an independent organisation seeking council funding, whereas the 

HGTA is actually the agent appointed by the councils to help them fulfil their 

obligations entered into by their signing the various twining charters.  The twinning 

charters are between the towns concerned, and not between any other bodies or 

persons. 

Deputy Chairman.  Not present, no report submitted. 

Membership Secretary.  Not present, no report submitted. 

Social Committee. Mriam Radford presented a report on behalf of herself, Trish 
James and Di Gutteridge, the acting Social Committee. 

Marketing and PR including BAM (Bridging Arts Mural) Project.  Liz Perret gave a 
report on marketing and PR  and a more detailed one on the BAM project.  

Twin Town Sub Committees 

Salon: Nan Taplin presented a report, noting the continuing problems with 

communication with the Mairie in Salon. 

Wertheim:  Dick Taplin presented a report, noting that the social and cultural 

events held locally had been very successful. 

Szentendre: Miriam Radford presented a report, notoing the particular 

success of the quiz evening held on the 17th of February. 

Gubbio: Brain Perrett presented a report noting the continuing aspiration  to 

bring the Sbandieratori flag throwers to the UK. 

 All reports were accepted unanimously. 

7. Finance Report. Dick Taplin, Treasurer, presented his report together with  the Annual 
Auditors Report.  These were proposed by Ann Beevor, seconded by Alan Welton and 
accepted unanimously 

Dick confirmed that Ken Sneath was willing to act again next year as auditor.  His 
appointment was approved unanimously. 

A proposal was put forward that twinning membership annual subscription be raised to 
£10 per head from 1st of January 2024.  This was accepted, with one objection. 

8. Election of Officers. No election is required where incumbents are still in their 3-year term 
of office. 

Chair: David Brown. No election required 
Secretary: Position vacant 
Deputy Chair: Position vacant 
Treasurer: Dick Taplin: Reelected unanimously 
Chairs of Twin Town Sub Committees: The following were unanimously reelected: 



Salon: Nan Taplin 
Wertheim: Dick Taplin 
Szentendre: Miriam Radford 
Gubbio: Brian Perrett 
 

Membership Secretary.  There had been no recent contact with Carole Hitchings, the 
present incumbent, who is up for reelection.  It was agreed that the committee would 
approach Carole to ascertain her intentions. 

Marketing & PR. Liz Perrett explained that she was not standing for reelection but would 
continue in post until the conclusion of the BAM project. 

Social Secretaries. Trish James, Miriam Radford and Di Gutteridge agreed to continue in 
their joint role for the time being. 

Member representative on committee. Di Gutteridge was  reelected unanimously. 

9. Dates of Future Meeting:   
The next Annual General Meeting will be held on 19th of June, 2024. 
Note that this date is subject to confirmation. 

 
This part of the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.30 pm 

Part 2: Twinners 4 Tomorrow 
 

Brian Perret gave a report on behlf of those who attended the ‘Twinners 4 Tomorrow’ event 

held recently in Gubbio. 

As an organisatin within an EU member state, twining in Gubbbio received funds for a 

project to gain a better understanding of the general population’s knowledge of and views 

about twinning. HGTA is ineligible for such funding as the UK has left the EU.  Nevertheless, 

it was felt we should mount a similar project in our home area. 

Brian gave a detailed report on the survey form used, how it had been amended from the 

‘EU’ original, the means of its distribution, and how the results were collated.  He then gave 

a detailed presentation of the results obtained and the their significance. Some 240 surveys 

were returned, a tribute the the thought and effort put into how and to whom they were 

distributed. 

A second report… 

Unfortunately, the duration of these 2 reports meant that there was no time left for the 

traditional socialisng overa glass of wine at the end of the evening, to members’ evident 

disappointment. 

Proceedings closed at 9.00 pm 


