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Huntingdon & Godmanchester Twinning Association

Minutes of the meeting of the HGTA Executive Committee held at Huntingdon Town Hall
on Wednesday 23 April 2025 at 6.30pm.

Present: Liz Perrett (Chair), Di Gutteridge, Brian Perrett, Miriam Radford, Dick Taplin (Treasurer), Nan Taplin (Secretary),
Katie Brockett (YT).

Liz welcomed Katie to the meeting as the nominated YT in place of Dan, who was unable to attend today.

1. Apologies for absence

Simon Maylor, Dan Morris, Ann Blackwell (HTC). No apology was received from GMCTC, and it was noted that we have not
received any formal communication from them as to whether they intend to continue to send a representative to our
meetings. Liz to ask the Town Clerk for clarification. Action: Liz

2. Minutes of last meeting (29 January 2025)
Ref 4: Dick has not yet created a separate heading in the accounts for YT activities. Action: Dick
All other actions were complete. The Minutes were accepted.

3. Matters Arising not covered in later agenda items All other matters are covered.

4. Chair’s report

Liz’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. She provided additional updates, as follows:

e Town Councils

We await a final decision from HTC as to how the liaison between us and them will work under their new structure.

Liz has had a positive conversation with the new clerk at GMCTC, he is familiar with the work of Twinning Associations

from a former employment. Liz has offered to go to speak to GMCTC about Twinning if this would be welcome.

e Young Twinners

The Young Twinners travel policy proposed by Liz was discussed and approved. Prop: Dick, Sec: Di. All were in favour.

Carried

Liz read out Dan’s report on the recent trip to Wertheim by Huntingdon Youth Theatre. The report is appended to these

Minutes. The Executive Committee records its thanks for the report, and its congratulations to Dan for being such a good

ambassador for HGTA. Simon to put the report on the website. Action: Simon

e Twin Town Updates

Joint sub-committee meeting: It was agreed that we would go ahead with the proposed meeting on May 15. It was noted

that many sub-committee members sit on more than one committee. Liz to book a meeting room. Action: Liz

Gubbio: Primary School drawing project. Cromwell Park Academy has been contacted as possible participants, Paris has

contacts there, we also have contacts at Hartford (Di) or Godmanchester Bridge (Nan). The drawing project is

collaborative, not competitive. One school in Gubbio and two in Szentendre have signed up so far. YTs to lead on this.
Action: Liz to follow up

Inter twin town communication group (Business Meeting 2024 recommendation). Gubbio have identified a group of four

girls who are interested and we have their contact details. Dan is setting up a WhatsApp YT European Forum group to

facilitate contact and discussion between young people in our twin towns. Liz and Di will be added as admins to it for

HGTA, and Laura and or/her nominee will be added for Gubbio. This is so that the relevant person in each country can see

and monitor messages and approve any new group members. Action: Dan

Wertheim: A lot of detail is still needed and is proving hard to elicit. The Aktiv-Welt-Kilsheim https://www.aktiv-welt-

kuelsheim.de/ has been identified as the possible location of the accommodation for students. There was discussion
about who should/would like to attend from HGTA. Liz to clarify the expectations with Celia, and the arrangements for
people who want to attend privately before sending the invitation to Town Councils. Action: Liz
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5. Treasurer’s report
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was noted that HTC have said that a purchase order must be raised
and referenced if HGTA spends money on their behalf. There were no questions.

6. Other Reports (including Programme updates)

Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting. Additional points were made as follows:

a. Szentendre

The film ‘Driving Miss Daisy’ will be rescheduled as it clashes with the Joint Sub-Committee meeting. There was discussion
about making the £5 ‘donation’ compulsory, but this is not allowed under the film licensing rules. It was agreed that in

future we will make a charge £5 for hire of room and refreshments. Action: All who show films
This led to discussion about whether to renew the film licence. Dick to confirm the fee and month for renewal. The matter
will be discussed by the joint sub-committees on May 15. Action: Dick
A flyer will be circulated about the summer tea event after the spring event. Action: Miriam, Nan

b. Social Committee
It was noted that a fee is payable for the Huntingdon Carnival on August 9. Our Young Twinners are participating in the
Carnival parade and also the GMC gala.

A flyer will be circulated shortly for booking the spring event. Action: Nan
It was agreed that we should have some outdoor games for the summer event, committee members to lend equipment
(croquet, pétanque etc.) Miriam to purchase a garden Jenga set. Action: Miriam

c. Salon de Provence

It was agreed that Nan should purchase some small gifts for Salon people who have offered us help in arranging the trip.
Action: Nan

There was discussion about the reimbursement of a small proportion of Nan and Dick’s expenses in making the Salon

recce trip. £116 has been requested towards the £188 cost for fuel and tolls. The cost of flights, car hire, hotel

accommodation and subsistence has been paid by Dick. Approved
Miriam pointed out that she had not made a claim for her recce expenses in Szentendre last year. It was agreed that she
should make a retrospective claim. Action: Miriam
d. Wertheim

A small but enthusiastic group is going to York Railway Museum on May 14. There will undoubtedly be a German
locomotive to admire.

e. Gubbio

There are a few details still to sort out for the Members Cultural Visit in September.

There was discussion about a visit from the Sbandieratori — Brian owes Matteo a reply. It was agreed that a full visit could
only be contemplated if it was a Town Council-sponsored event - we can not afford it from HGTA funds. We could perhaps
explore the possibility of a smaller group visit, but we understand that the Sbandieratori routine does not lend itself to
restricted numbers. Brian to follow up with Matteo. Action: Brian
It was also noted that all of our twin towns are moving towards the principle of inviting smaller groups to some of their
local events, such as the truffle festival in Gubbio and the Advent market in Szentendre.

f. Marketing and PR

Committee members are reminded to send details and photographs to Simon of events which they would like him to post
on the website and/or the Facebook page. Action: All
g. Youth Liaison - Youth Festival cup

There was discussion about the Wyton Cup. Historically, this has only been presented to the winning British school team
at Sports festivals, there has been no presentation for excellence in Cultural festivals. It was agreed that the cup should be
‘re-purposed’ for presentation to someone who has excelled in any youth festival or other work with young twinners in
the year. RAF Wyton would be happy to come and present it. It was also agreed that some sort of replica trophy for the
recipient to keep should be sourced each year. There was also discussion about when it should be presented. Opinion was
divided. To be discussed further, Di to consider and circulate options. Action: Di

7. AGM preparation

Notice of the AGM and the general business to be transacted must go out to members on April 21. Liz will prepare a
PowerPoint presentation to run the AGM. Liz and Nan to sort out the agenda, committee vacancies etc.  Action: Liz, Nan
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Committee members are asked to check when they became substantive members of the Executive Committee, and
therefore when their term of office is up, and to inform Liz and Nan. Action: All

8. Date of Next Meeting and meetings schedule for remainder of 2025
Open Meetings: (AGM): Wednesday June 26, 7pm Wednesday October 22, 7pm
Exec. Cttee meetings: Wednesday July 23, 6.30pm Wednesday September 10, 6.30pm

Informal report from Dan Morris on Huntingdon Youth Theatre trip to Wertheim.
Wertheim Trip

Huntington Youth Theatre’s trip to Wertheim was an absolute blast! We travelled across five countries on a long but
peaceful coach trip, which was a first for many of the kids. When we finally arrived, we were greeted with smiles and
enthusiasm from our German friends. We spent the next couple of days preparing for and rehearsing the show of the
Snow Queen, which we performed for the kids at the gymnasium and the general public. We also got to take daily tours of
different areas of Baden-Wirttemberg and Bavaria, including Rothenburg, Wiirzburg, and Wertheim itself. | was so
grateful for all the planning and hospitality we received as a group. And I’'m so proud of how Huntingdon Youth Theatre
represented itself in such a professional and respectful manner.

Two of the members were directly involved in HGTA and joined me in representing the twinning association to the mayor
in the local government house. The very charming and quite cheeky mayor gave us a warm welcome in the council
chamber, sharing all about his and his colleagues’ work there and inviting HYT to share their experience and the show
with him.

| was fortunate enough to meet with Celia, who represents the local government to their twinning association. Our
conversation started in a way that will come as no surprise to Liz and the Young Twinners; it began with me asking where |
could buy a flag.

| was surprised to receive Celia’s own Wertheim table flag from her office. After a brief argument about me offering to
pay for it and being defeated, | now proudly display it in my home. Along with the other flags | bought of course. | have a
reputation to uphold.

The whole trip was a massive undertaking, and I’'m so proud of our members for staying focused, friendly, and
enthusiastic throughout the activities. They even made some really cool friends with some of the German kids at the
Gymnasium. It was like saying goodbye to family members, and there were a lot of tears and wails on the bus as we left
the farewell party. It was a real surprise that one of the German kids didn’t try to stow away!

What transpired on this trip was not only a testament to town twinning in action but also a resounding success. This
journey was a vivid epic of shared activities and historical explorations, intertwined with the joy of sightseeing and a
focused production that we had to achieve. We celebrated both our differences and similarities, embracing what we could
learn from one another while teaching each other about our unique experiences, language was one of the many areas
that we found time to stop and learn about, even just to order some food. We bonded over our shared love for acting,
performance, and local tourism, and marvelled at the distinct yet complementary dry or even blunt sense of humour that
seems to unite the people of Britain and Germany in a way that many around the world envy and perhaps also don't fully
understand.

The success of this linked twinning initiative is a powerful reminder of the profound impact that cultural exchange can
have for young people. It bridges gaps, nurtures new friendships, and fosters a deeper understanding and appreciation
between communities that did not comprehend one another until that first meeting. This trip was not just about visiting a
new place; it was about an introduction to building those lasting connections and breaking down barriers through
laughter, art, and mutual respect, of which there was no short supply.

In our interactions, we witnessed firsthand the beauty of that collaboration. It was evident in the smiles exchanged, the
stories shared, and the performances applauded. This experience proved to be not only educational but also
transformative, leaving an indelible mark on all of us who participated. This is the success that Young Twinners will be
continuing to strive for as an initiative.

“It was truly an unforgettable experience!”

Dan Morris 22.04.25
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