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Minutes of the meeting of the HGTA Executive Committee held at Huntingdon Town Hall 

on Wednesday 21 January 2026 at 6.30pm. 
 

Present:  Liz Perrett (Chair), Di Gutteridge, Simon Maylor, Dan Morris (YT), Brian Perrett, Paris Pulford (YT), Miriam 
Radford, Dick Taplin (Treasurer), Nan Taplin (Secretary).  
 
Neither HTC nor GMC was represented at the meeting. 
 
1. Apologies for absence None, all committee members were present. 
 

2. Minutes of last meeting (26 November 2025)  
The Minutes were accepted.  

 

3. Actions update & Matters Arising not covered in later agenda items  
Actions had been completed and any matters arising appear under later agenda items.  
 
4. Chair’s report – including funding update 
Town Councils Funding. GTC has refused HGTA’s grant application in respect of the Godmanchester pupil who went to 
Wertheim or the upcoming Szentendre 30th anniversary visit. A paper had been circulated to EC members prior to the 
meeting setting out various thoughts as to how we might respond to this disappointing news, and the points to take into 
consideration. All members of the EC expressed their dismay at the outcome of our grant application and the reasons 
given for refusal.  It was unanimously agreed that our response should be robust. We will double down on the strategy 
which we announced last January, as outlined in Liz’s paper. Liz to draft a note to GMC TC Clerk, to be copied to the Clerk 
at HTC, and both Mayors.                       Action: Liz 
There was brief discussion about whether we should remove Godmanchester from the name of HGTA. Some strong 
feelings were expressed. It was agreed that this was not a decision that the Exec Committee could, or should, take in 
isolation.  It was agreed that we would re-visit this entire agenda item. There will be a meeting of the Estates, Amenities 
and Community Committee of Huntingdon Town Council committee on 5th March at which Chair of Twinning will report.  
                         Action: Liz 
 Young Twinners. The EC records its congratulations to the YT group for the progress they have made recently. 
 
5. Treasurer’s report including membership update 
The report and financial statements had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no questions 
Updates were provided as follows: 

• Members should be encouraged to pay for events and subs by BACS transfer whenever possible. Failing that, cash 

payment is preferable to cheques 

• We currently have two accounts with Lloyds bank – one for General funds and one for Travel. We are charged £51 per 

year for each of them, even though the Travel account is only used infrequently. The Treasurer proposed that he 

should open a new account with the Co-op Bank to handle our Travel account. It will require a second signatory and 

this will need to be Liz.  This was approved.                                                                                                                Action: Dick 

• The group appointed to look into the question of an EPOS terminal had met and recommended that we purchase a 

SumUp machine. The cost is approx. £95, and it does not have to be linked to a specific bank account. The Treasurer 

asked for EC approval to proceed with the purchase. This was approved.                                                            Action: Dick                                                                                                   

 

6. Other reports (including dates of s/cttee meetings)  

Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting. Additional points and questions were as follows: 

a. Szentendre – including update on 30th anniversary visit. 

Hosts have been found for the 8 visitors. The 3 civic guests will be accommodated in a hotel. They are Judit (Deputy 

Mayor, no English), Peter (speaks German, was Mayor when the charter was signed), and either Imre or the City Clerk 
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(both speak English). We have quotes for buses and coaches, and dinner venues are under discussion. The outline 

itinerary is for a dinner on Friday evening, a trip to Ely on Saturday, visit the cathedral and possibly the stained-glass 

museum, lunch at The Almonry, walk by the river, signing in the evening, with dinner. On Sunday there will be an 

interactive walk organised by the YTs, ideally incorporating a picnic lunch. There will also be a hosted afternoon tea, and 

dinner. Hotel and all dinner venues still to be investigated and decided.  

Actions required:  

• Accept the £440 quote from Bees Coaches – Miriam 

• Investigate the state of rooms at The George Hotel since the refurbishment programme started – Liz 

• Investigate the Ely stained glass museum – cost, accessibility, interest etc. – Liz/Brian  

• Research possible locations for picnic on Sunday – YTs 

• Investigate and make suggestions for dinner venues – All 

b. Salon de Provence 

18 people attended the film on January 15. The sub-committee still has no Chair It was agreed that we should convene a 

meeting between Liz, Nan and David Bowers, and invite Keira to it.                 Action: Nan 

We have been contacted by two former early members of HGTA who are interested in sharing historic information and 

receiving updates. Simon has sent them some information. Liz also met the son of Fred Saunders, who was Mayor of 

Huntingdon when the charter was signed, at the recent Abbots Ripton exhibition. He has photos from that event, which 

we would like to acquire digitally for our archives, and to send to Salon.                   Action: Simon/Liz 

c. Wertheim  

There was no report from Wertheim the sub-committee has no Chair. Dick reported that a film had been shown in 

December. It was agreed that the committee should be convened, and that it would be helpful to invite Amanda Last, a 

new member who speaks fluent German and French.                  Action: Liz, Miriam 

d. Gubbio 

A reminder needs to go out about the film Cinema Paradiso on 5 Feb                 Action: Brian, Nan 

Brian had received a suggestion about possibly inviting an external speaker to talk to us about Gubbio’s art and 

architecture. After discussion it was agreed that this was probably too ‘niche’ and likely to be expensive. Do not pursue.  

e. Social  

GMC Christmas market was disappointing. Not just the weather, also the number and variety of stalls. We should consider 

carefully before booking for 2026.  

The Ploughman’s Banquet requires a reminder, bookings are slow.              Action: Miriam, Nan 

f. Marketing and PR – including programme update  

The programme is being updated. EC members are asked to send dates of events to Simon.               Action: All 

g. Young Twinners 

Work on timetable of social events and various design & digital marketing tasks is progressing. 

h. Youth Liaison 

The Business Meeting and Youth Festival dates are October 1 – 5. This coincides with the 800th anniversary of the death of 

St Francis. The events will be Swimming, Football and Cross Country. Teams of 3 boys + 3 girls. Accommodation 

arrangements yet to be finalised. Hinchingbrooke School will be contacted to confirm participation and further details 

sought from Gubbio as soon as possible.                                                                                                            Action: Di/Liz 

We have also received information from Gubbio about the primary school drawing project. Last time we tried to involve 

local schools we did not have any success. It was agreed that we should find out from HTC which schools they invite to 

participate in the events they arrange and try to make an approach through this channel.                             Action: Liz 

 

7. Organisation of Executive and Open meetings for 2026 (see attached paper) 

A paper had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

Following a brief and high-level assessment of committee members’ opinions it was clear that there is broad agreement 

on the suggestions for meeting changes contained within the paper circulated, but there was not enough time to discuss 

this and other aspects of the paper properly. It was agreed that a meeting would be held on Tuesday February 17th, with 

this topic as the central agenda item.  

 

8. Date and time of next meeting: Tuesday February 17th at 6.30pm. Liz to book a room.               Action: Liz 


